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Phil began officiating basketball informally at the age of 15, although he really didn’t consider 
refereeing seriously until he finished playing in 1994. He says he saw refereeing basketball as a 
continuation of the team concept and as a way to keep him involved in the game and stay fit. 
 
 In 1994 he decided to take officiating more seriously and worked his way up through the various 
levels until attaining his NABO “A” rating in the spring of 1999. Phil  has refereed thousands of games 
over his career, from minor basketball, to high school, to the senior men’s and ladies leagues. He has 
also officiated in numerous NLBA provincial tournaments at all levels and hundreds of SSNL, Zone, 
Regional and Provincial championships, many of which he was selected to referee the championship 
games in. 
 
 Phil  joined the University pool in 2004 and remained there until he retired in 2011. Over that time he 
was also lucky enough to be assigned to a number of National tournaments, including: 
 
 ● U17 Girls Championships--Vancouver, B.C. 2001-U17 Girls Championships (Bronze Medal Game)  
 
● Midget Girls Fredericton, N.B. (Bronze Medal Game) 
 
 ● 2006-Juvenile Girls Championships--Sherbrooke, Quebec (Gold Medal Game) 
 
 ● 2009-Canada Summer Games--Summerside, P.E.I. 
 
Phil has been recognized both locally and nationally for his contributions: 
 

*In 2017, Phil was awarded the J.A. Wink Wilcox Award of Merit, which is given in recognition by 
CABO, for outstanding contributions made to basketball and basketball officiating. 
 

*In 2020, Phil was also presented with the prestigious NABO, Frank King Award for outstanding 
service to officiating in NL. 
 



 He has also been a Provincial Evaluator and has completed numerous evaluations on other officials 
to help them grow in our association. Phil is also a NABO certified Clinician, and has conducted 
numerous clinics throughout the province. This led to the recruitment and development of many new 
referees up to and including this season, when he was a clinician in the SJABO Novice clinic in June, 
2020 which introduced 32 new officials to our association.  
 
Phil has held many positions in SJABO, including President from 2005-2007, Vice President of NABO 
in 2008 and is presently acting in the role of Past President, with SJABO. 
 
Phil says being a basketball official has afforded him the opportunity to travel around not only the 
province of Newfoundland and Labrador but also all across Canada. This is a great opportunity for 
young people to meet new friends from all over and to be part of a vibrant sport. 
 
 He says if he could give new officials a brief bit of advice it would be to know the rule-book. You can 
get yourself out of a lot of tricky situations by being knowledgeable. “I would also suggest that as 
much as possible, officials keep an even keel. Don’t referee angrily and don’t be afraid to smile every 
now and then”.” You can diffuse a lot of situations with a simple smile”. 
 
Phil is and has always been, an important part of the growth and success of SJABO. He continues 
officiating numerous games and is always available to offer advice to officials to help in their growth 
as part of our association. 

 
 


